
What reading support programs      
are used to instruct my child?

Kindergarten Reading Assessments and 
Progress Monitoring

* DIBELS  Assessments are Administered in 
September, January, and May

* Recognizing letters of the alphabet

* Identifying 25 common sight words

* Phonemic Awareness Skills (distinguishing 
and manipulating individual sounds)

* Text Reading Levels in Jan. and May - see 
DRA  

They include:

Fundations 

This is a program we use to help students learn to read. 
Lessons involve practice with letters, sounds, and three 
letter words with one vowel in the middle.  The program 
also provides handwriting practice and helps students to 
begin creating words for reading and writing.

Storytown Strategic Kits 

This reading program complements the reading 
instruction received in the regular classroom.  
Additional time is spent strengthening Spelling, 
Phonics, Vocabulary, and Comprehension skills.   

Visualizing and Verbalizing

V&V is a comprehension program with helps children 
understand and remember what they read. Students 
make pictures in their minds of what they read, and 
practice describing these pictures to their instructor 
and classmates. This process helps with recalling details 
and sequence of events.

Phonics For Reading

This program is designed to help a child learn to decode 
words accurately.  It introduces sounds, words, 
sentences, and then paragraphs for students to read. 

Read Naturally

This program is designed to improve a child’s reading 
fluency through repeated readings of the same text.  For 
younger readers, this program uses short, non-fiction 
stories that emphasize phonics and short vowel sounds.  
Then, the program progresses to longer and more 
difficult passages for older students.

What assessments do you 

use to track my child’s 

progress throughout the 

year?

Students are monitored based on 
individual needs. The Academic 

Support Team generally monitors our 
students 2-4 times a month, collecting 
data over a period of time to help us 

decide the effectiveness of the 
instructional program.

 What is D.I.B.E.L.S.?

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills

Grades K and 1

Each task is timed for one minute:

LNF - Letter Naming Fluency:  Student names upper and 
lowercase letters they recognize in random order.

PSF - Phoneme Segmentation Fluency: Students 
recognize letter sounds. (Example: Teacher says “cat”, 
Student repeats all sounds they hear /c/-/a/-/t/.)

ISF - Initial Sounds Fluency:  A student is shown 4 
pictures.  The child’s job is to point to the object/picture 
which starts with the letter sound the teacher says.

NWF - Nonsense Word Fluency - Given a list of three- 
letter made-up words, each student is asked to read the 
word or recite the sounds the letters make in each word.

Grades 2-6

ORF - Oral Reading Fluency - Students read a grade-
level fiction or nonfiction passage for one minute. The 
number of words read correctly as well as the errors are 
recorded.



How will I know if my child needs help in 
reading?

The district uses benchmark assessments to determine 
the needs of our students.  

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) - measures the 
number of correct words a student can read at a grade 
level in one minute.

Students 2nd -6th complete this task in Fall, Winter, and 
Spring. 

Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) - 
are a numbered series of paper books that become more 
difficult  in text length and vocabulary as the number 
increases.  

Harcourt Brace Benchmark Assessments -

These are given in the Fall, Winter, and Spring to grades 
3-6.  Second grade completes this in Winter and Spring.

 Questions include multiple choice, written response, and 
fill in the blank .
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“The difference 

between the right word 
and the almost-right 
word is the difference 

between lightning and 
the lightning bug.”

-Mark Twain

What communication can I expect from the 
Academic Support Teacher?  

We are eager and happy to answer questions and discuss 
any of your concerns! 

You will receive a letter or phone call when a child is 

enters or exits a Reading Support Program.  We’ll have a 
conference in November. 

Our Academic Support teachers will also include 
comments and information with your child’s 

quarterly progress reports.  
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